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i COR* i. 21. 

*< FOR AFTER THAT IN THE WISDOM OF GOD. 
THE WORLD BY WISDOM KNEW NOT GOD, 
IT. PLEASED GOD BY THE FOOLISHNESS OF 
. PREACHING TO SAVE THEM THAT BELIEVE." 

belt method, in my judgment, of 
determining with accuracy, how far the 
light of nature is fufficient to lead man- 
kind to the knowledge of the true GOD and. 
their duty' to him, is, to attend to the condition 
of the .Heathen world .- Not of the moft' barba- 
rous .and ignorant, but of the inhabitants of 
Greece and Rome at the periods when they were 
moft celebrated for learning and refinement. 
'Even then they were grofs idolaters ; and many 
of their fentiments and practices were fhocking 

to 



to decency and common fenfel -f Whence' 16 
appears, that with all their wifdom and learning^ 
they quite miftook the nature of God and reli- 
gion : hence divine revelation became abfolutely 
necefTary. " For after, that in the wifdom of 
God' the world by wifdom knew not God*' - 
The meaning is, That altho' the invifible things, 
of Him, from the creation of the world are 

clearly 

7 The fports ofthe gladiators, unnatural* rufts, the 
licentioufriefs of divorce, the expofing of infants and 
flaves, the procuring abortions, the public eftabliih- 
ment of flews ; all fubfifted at Rome, and not one of 
them was condemned) or hinted at in Tully's offices. > 
The moft indecent revelling, drunkennefs, and lewd- 
nefs were pradtifed at the feafts of Bacchus, Ceres; 
and Cybele ; and their greateft philofophers never 
remonilrated 



" The Heathen philofophers, though they have 
advanced fine fayings and fublime precepts, in fome 
points of morality, have grofsly failed in others : fuch 
as the toleration or encouragement of revenge, flavery, 
unnatural luft, fornication, filicide, &c. For exam- 
ple : P/ato exprefly allowed of exceflive drinking at 
the feitivals of Bacchus, Max fonts Tyrius forbad to 
pray, &e. 
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Clearly feen, being underftood by the things that 

are made, even his eternal power and God-head, 

the world knew him not j but became vain in 

:their imaginations, and their foolifh heart was 

.darkened. Profeffing themfelves to be wife, 

.they became fools, and changed the glory of the 

uncorruptible God into an image -made like to 

Corruptible man, and to birds, and four-footed 

ibeafts,and creeping things." [Rom; i. 20 23.] 

IT 



and Plato "both direct chat means fliould 
.be ufedto prevent weak children being brought up. 
a{o commends a young man for frequenting the 
ftews. Cicero exprefsly fpeaks of fornication as a 
thing never found fault with Plato recommends a 
community of women, and advifes that foldiers iliould 
not be reftrainecl from fenfual indulgence, even the 
ijaoft unnatural fpe.cies of it. Xenophon relates, with- 
out any marks of reprobation, that natural lull was 
encouraged by the laws of feveral Grecian ftates. 
$olon, their great law giver forbad it only to flaves. 
Diogenes inculcated, ami openly practifed the moft 
brutal luft. Zexo and Cato both killed themfelves." 

[[Bifhop of CARLISLE'S refledlions on the 
-Jife .and charaefter of Chrift, Apv(ci;v.k.^ 
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IT has been the method of the infinite God? 
both before and iince the fall, to leave mankind 
to act out their own characters, and not to inter- 
pofe until the neceflky of his interpoiition be- 
came evident. Thus it was in the cafe of our, 
firft parents : he could have prevented their 
apofiacy, but did not. After they had finned, 
and were diftreiTed with confcious guilt, he 
revealed to them Jefus Chrift under the idea of 
the feed of the wom.au. And when the. world 
was overfpread with 'fin and ignorance, and by 
wifdom knew him not, having had the faireft 
trial, he was pleafed, by the foolimnefs of 
preaching to fave them, that believe. Let us 

I. ACCOUNT for Paul's ufe of this expreffioiy 

iloe foclifbnefs- of -preaching. 

II. ASCERTAIN what kind of preaching he 
had iu view. 

III. PROVE that God hath been pleafed to. 
put the mod difr.inguifh.ed honor on it, by ma- 
king it the means of f anting them that believe. 

I. OUR firft inquiry is, Why does theApoftle 
life the expreffion, fooltfhnsfs of -g 
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WE are confident, my brethren, he does 
/peak in his -own y but in borrowed language. He 
mull have been a fool indeed, to have engaged' 
in a fervice which he knew would reproach his 
pwn understanding. Rather he has refpedl to 
the common opinion of the Greeks, who are 
faid to Jeek after wifdom j meaning the wifdom 
of this world. ". \Ve preachChrift crucified, fays- 
this apoftle, to the Jews a ftumbling-blocfc, and 
to the Greeks foolimnefs ; but unto them who 
are called, both Jews and Greeks, Chriil the 
power of God, and the wifdom of God." [Verles 
23, 24.] - -This iingle palFage accounts for 
Paul's ufe of the expreffion. The preaching of 
Chrilt crucified was foolifhnefs to the learned 
and unregenerate Greeks. 

II. WE pafs to corifider what kind of preach- 
ing it was, the apoftle had refpecl to. 

THERE are certain fentiments that the world 
can hear with patience and approbation : there 
are others to which the hearts of natural men 
rife in oppofition. 



3, 
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i. Few, if any, object to. moral fuhjefts, becaufe 
i4: is a.juft and general opinion. That all men 
; qught to do juftly, love mercy, and walk humbly 
V/ith God. Neither Jews nprGreeks would take 
offence at this kind of preaching ; nor even 
men of vicious characters ; unlefs the preacher 

i . .>* t .t .-. j. . ' 

ihould happen to |ix .on the vices .of fpme pf his 
friends, and cenfure thern with fev.erity. In that 
cafe refentment would naturally be excited, and 
h,e might expect to be charged with being top 
pointed or perfonal in the pulpit : efpecially if he 
had previoufly known on whom the reproof 
would falL 

IN fuch circumftances what fhall a preacher 
do ? Shall he ceafe'.to expofe vice, becaufe fome 
of his friends are vicious ? God forbid ! 
Par better will it be for him to lofe the attach- 
ment of the beft parifhioner he has ; : and to 
make a facrifice of his whole temporal intereft, 
than to be unfaithful to his GOD, to his .con- 
fcience and to the people of his charge. The 
way for mankind to fecure their feelings from 
Injury on fuch occafions, is for them to be vir- 
tuous. But if they will violate the laws of God, 

and 
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and injure fociety by their wicked examples;, 
they muft bear the reproach- 
No prudent man will introduce perfonal mat-* 
ters into the pulpit ; nor will an honeft man be 
afraid of commending himfelf -to every man's 
confcience in the fight of God. However, as 
moral fubjects are generally approved, becaufe 
agreeable to the reafonand nature of things, he 
has but little to fear on this head ; except h>e 
fhould be too evangelical in his manner of treat- 
ing them : for the law may be handled evangeli^ 
catty t and the gofpel may be preached legally* 

2. WE- may alfo infill freely on \hs. clriftian 
tempers without giving offence ; becaufe, like 
moral fubjects, they command refpect from 
mankind in] general; who readily acknowledge, 
that all men ought to be meek, patient, charita- 
ble, ready to forgive,. &c. And it is confeiTed a 
that thefe are very important fubjects, and 
fhould frequently be brought into public view a 
as evidences of the truth, of perfonal religion. ; 
for, if any man have not the Jpirit of Chrift he h 
none of his. [Rom. viii. 9.] 

J-Wk 
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^. WE may alfo.pafs without. reproach per- 
haps, if we touch lightly, on the finfulnefs of man- 
kind ; and allure them, If they do what they 
can, God will co-operate with their endeavours^ 
and grant them . falv.ation. Such a reprefenta- 
tion of things .is flattering to the . pride of man^ 
becaufe it extenuates human depravity^ and di- 
vides the glory of falvation. between Chrift and 
the iinner. In this cafe the offence of the crofs 
Ceafeth, . - ' - . -. . 

4. IT feems to be a very popular "Opinion^ 
(( 'That articles : of ' faith are of. no ^grea't .im- 
portance, provided a man's life.be good." If To, 
it follows, that it was not neceffhry that Jefus 
Ghrift mould come into the world to : teach and 
Jave mankind ;-"- becaufe, - according. to-- the above 
proportion, their falvation might .have been 
accomplimed-.:without it^. . For -< whether .-we 
believe in Jefus . Ch-rift .or. Gonfiicius. is of no 
confequence -provided the .life be good.-^-It . a- 
mounts therefore to a- rejecl:iori : of divine reve- 
lation, particularly; of chrillianity. 

SOME 



** SOME perfons, upon pretence of the fuftV 
fciency of the light of nature, avowedly reject 
all revelation, as, in its very notion, incredible^ 
.and what muft be fictitious. And -indeed it is 
certain, no revelation would have been given, 
had the light of nature been fufficient in fuch a 
fenfe, as to render one not .wanting and ufelefs. 
But no man, in ferioufnefs and Simplicity of 
mind, can poffibly think it fo, who considers 
the ftate of religion in the heathen world, be- 
fore revelation, and its prefent ftate in thole 
places which have borrowed no light from it. 

cc THERE are other perfons, not to be ranked 
with thefe, who feem to be getting in a way of 
neglecting, and, as it were, overlooking revela- 
tion, as of fmali importance, provided natural 
religion be kept to.-' With little regard, either 
to the evidence of the former, or to the objec- 
tions againft it, and even upon fuppofition of 
its truth j "The only defign of it," fay they> 
muft be to eftablim a belief of the moral 
* fyftem of nature, and to enforce the practice 
" of natural piety and virtue. The belief and 
** practice of thefe things were, perhaps, much 

JB "promote^ 
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" promoted by the firft publication of chriftian*- 
" ity : But whether they are believed and prac- 
<c tifed, upon the evidence and motives of na- 
" tureor of revelation, is no great matter." * 
This way of conlidering revelation, though it is 
not the fame with the former, yet borders near- 
ly upon it, and very much runs up into it : f 
~ that is, into deifm. This I apprehend will 
appear by comparing the principle we oppofe, 
with our Lord's commiffion to his apoflles, 
[Mark 1 6. 15,16.] "Go ye into all the world, 
and preach the goipel to every creature. He that 
believeth and is baptized mall be faved ; but 
he that believeth not. fh-all be damned." To 
which may be added the following folemn paiTage 
of Peter concemingChrift,delivered by him when 
lie was filled with theHoly Ghoft [A6ls 4, 12.] 
Neither is there falvation in any other : for 
there is none other name under heaven given; 
among men, whereby we muft be; faved.'* 

IF we deny the truth of thefe fcriptures the 
charge of deifiri is fixed onus : if we admit it, 



we 



Aug. In Pfa. 31. 

Biihpp Burst's analogy. Edit. 5th ; p; 171 
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-we .can no longer treat chriftianity with indiffer- 
ence, but muft confefs that it is of infinite im- 
portance to mankind both in its principles and 



To afcertain what chriftianity is, as taught by 
Chrift and his apoftles, we muft fearch the New 
Teftament, 

THE fooUJhmJs of preaching mentioned in the 
text, the apoftle explains by faying, We preach 
Chrift crucified. [Ver. 23.] This general expref- 
iion comprehends, I fuppofe, the various fubjects 
of the miniftry of the apoftles ; which I proceed 
to coniider. 

MORE cannot] reafonably be expected under this 
head, than that the preacher mould give a Jketch 
of the plan of apoftolic preaching. A full dif- 
jcuffion of the fubject would fill volumes ; and 
will employ the whole time of the minifters of 
Chrift, provided they are properly attentive to 
t(ie cluties of their profeflion, 



i6 3 

. THE apoftles infilled frequently on the ; 
great principles, called, natural religion ; Such asf 
the being and attributes of God, his creation, 
and government of the univerfe his love of vir- 
tue and hatred of vice and that he will finally 
render to every man according to his works,, 
Thefe principles are fundamental to "all true re- 
ligion ; and are blended with clmftianity, which 
* ( is a republication of them : and which is very 
material, it teaches, natural religion in its genuine 
iimplicity ; free from thofe fuperfbitions with 
which it was totally corrupted, and under which 
It was in a manner loft.* " 

IF fo, natural religion owes much to chriftiani- 
ty. Befides, it comprehends all the great prin- 
ciples of natural religion, and makes us acquaint- 
ed with the method of our redemption by Chriftj 
concerning which the light of nature leaves us 
in total darknefs. 

THUS viewed chriftianity may be confidered as 
a new edition of natural religion, with additions of 

the 
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the greateft importance to the: world. 
mankind determine then, which has the prefe- 
ence : natural religion detached from chriftian-. 
ity 5 or chriftianity as comprehending all the 
great principles of natural religion in their mofl 
pure ftate ; and at the fame time revealing to us 
God's eternal purjDofe -of mercy to finners thro^ 
Jefus Chrift, 

2dly. THE univezfaH corruption of the world is 
Another part of apoftolic preaching. In Rom. in. 
Paul cpnfiders this fubject in a moft explicit 
grid decided manner, where he takes a compara- 
tive view of Jews and Gentiles. " What then 1 
3.re we better, than they ? No, in no wife : for we 
have before proved both Jews and Gentiles, that 
they are all under fin." And after he had quo- 
ted feveral paffages from the Old Teftament in 
fupport of the affecting truth, he adds, <f Now 
we know that what things the law faith, it faith 
to them that are under the law : that every 
inouth may be Hopped, and all the world may 
become guilty before God.- For all have finned* 
and have come fhort of the glory of God." [ver, 

1 923 . ] And fo far as gvr. reading and obferva- 

tion 
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jtion extend, we find the melancholy truth exem? 
plified, 

jdly. THE facred writers affure us that all 
men, coniidered in unbelief, are in a condition 
of total depravity. [Gen. vi. 5.] We read, 
* c And God faw that the wickednefs of man was 
great on the earth, and that every imagination of the 
thoughts of his heart -was only evil continually '." - 
Jefus Chrilt declares, " For out of the heart of 
man proceed evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, 
fornications, thefts, falfe witnefs, blafphemies," 
[Matt. xv. 19.] If To, the heart of man is the 
fountain of iniquity. In John iii. 6. after Chrifl 
had fpoken of the new birth to Nicodemus, he 
adds, "That which is born of thefieih is flelh ;'* 
^ that is, altogether iinful. Thus Paul ufes 
the term flefo repeatedly. [Rom. vii. 5, &c. } 
ec For they that are after thefle/b," that is, influ- 
enced by a Iinful nature, w do mind the things 
of the flejh"" So then they that are in the flejb 
cannot . pleafe God -," becaufe the carnal mind is 
'enmity againft him. This Ihort fentence is re- 
markably defcriptive of the total finfulnefs of 
the human heart, 

By 
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BY this depravity infpired writers do not 
mean, that there is any lofs of the natural facul- 
ties of the foul ; thefe remain entire amidft the 
ruins of the fall : man has reafon, understanding, 
Will and affections 5 but that he is deftitute of a 
ipiritual tafte, and under the conftant influence 
of averfion to God. If the finner's heart was 
tight in a moral fenfe, I can conceive of no 
remaining inability to love God for his own 
fake, and to live to his glory. The eilence of 
religion is love ; and the eflence of depravity 
or wickednefs is enmity of heart to God. And 
In this awful condition the iinner is, as long as 
he remains in unregeneracy. 

4thly. IN connection with this reprefentation 
of human nature, the apoftles endeavoured to 
awaken the attention of their hearers to the 
infinite danger in which they were. Often did 
they thunder in their ears the terrors of the law $ 
faying, " .Gurfed is every one that continueth 
not in all things written in the book of the law 

- ' , _, 

to do them." [Gal. 3. io.J " If any man love 
not the Lord Jefus Chrift, let him be anathema 

," [i Cor. 16, 22.] When the 

- f* -j 
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Lord Jefus {hall be revealed from heaven with 
his mighty angels,in flaming fire taking venge- 
ance on them that know not God, and that obey 
-not the gofpel of our Lord Jefus Ghrift ; who 
ihall be punifhed with everlafting destruction 
from the prefence of the Lord, and from the 
glory of his power : when he Ihall come to be 
glorified in his iaints, and to be admired .in all 
them that believe in that day." [2 ThelT. j. 
7 IT.] 

WE fee that they conlidered mankind as con- 

lifting of two clafTes, the righteous and the wick- 
x. 

ed; and addrefled them in language adapted to 
their refpective characters. They did not preach 
to a promifcuous alTembly as if they were all 
faints ; but allured the ungodly that they were 
in the gall of bitternefs and the bonds of iniqui- 
ty ; and that mould they die in that condition, 
the wrath of God would abide upon them for 
ever. But if any of the people were pricked 
in the heart, and cried out, Men and brethren 
what ifrall we do 2"* 



5thly. 
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xthly. T&EY preached Ghrift to them as ths 
? aw f or right ewjnefs to every one that - 
" For I determined, fays Paul to the 
Corinthians, not to know any thing among you^ 
lave Jefus Chrift and him crucified." [iCor.ii.2.J 
This was the, ir darling theme, and the only re* 
medy for fin-lick fouls. : 

HAD a refrhbh been delivered in the apofioHc 
age, to a chriftian affembly, that had but little of 
Chrift in it> they would at once have concluded, 
the preacher had forgot his errand ; and with 

t / 

the difappdinted woman at the fepulchre, have 
cried out; ff They have taken away my Lord 
but of his place, and I kriow not where they have 
laid him." Where mould Jefus Chrift be as the" 
object of affection, if not in the hearts and con- 
verfation of his difciples ?-^- Where indeed, if 
not in the preaching of his minilters 2 



THE apoftles preached Chrift in his 
a"nd PROPER DEITY as effential to the chriftian 
fcheme. This great truth they had learned 
froni his own mouth. [John x. 31 39.] > 

c / j 
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^ I and my Father are one. Then the Jews toofe 
up ftones to ftone him. Jefus faith unto them.,. 
Many good works have I fhewed you from my 
Father j for which of thefe works do ye ftone 
me ? The Jews anfwered him, faying, For $ 
good work we ftone thee not -y but for blaf- 
phemy ; and becaufe that thou, being a man, 
makeft thyfelf God." Here was a moft fa- 
vorable opportunity for Chrift to have difclaim- 
ed all pretenlions to the Godhead. He had 
only to inform them, that they had miftaken his 
meaning ; that he laid no claim to divinity ; but 
meant to allure them, that he was one with God 
his Father in defign and operation, not in nature* 
--Shocked at the idea of blafphemy, would 
he not at once have acquitted himfelf of the 
charge ? Would not any of his apoftles, or any 
good man on earth who had been fo grofsly mif-; 
taken, have rectified the miftake as^ foon as pofli- 
hle ? Our Lord's not doing it, when every cir-~ 
eumftance called for the frank acknowledgment^ 
is in my judgment, no. inconliderable proof tha 
he was a. divine perfon. 
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f r we confider him hi no other light than as a;. 
jeacher fent from God to inftrudt and to reform, 
mankind, it feems to have been his duty to re- 
move the prejudices which the Jews had imbi- 
bed agalnfi Jum ;' that ib he might anfwer the 
jdefjgn of his miffion. .Inftead of this, he makes 
;i appeal to his: miraculous works, as proof 
that he was in. the Father, and the Father inHim. 
The Jews Sill believed^ that he made himfelf- 
God j therefore ." they fought to take h im ; but 
he efcaped out of their hands." He left them, 
my brethren, under the influenGe of a very im- 
portant error, .provided he was not really GOD* 
f f ISTor did ourLord give any Intimation^ fays one, 
that they had mifunderf|ood him ; nor yet the 
^vangelift, as he does in feveral other inftances 
pf much lefs importance j which filence. is a 
ftrong prefumptive proof, that they were not 
under a miftake about the fenfe of the words : 
for fuch a miftake, on. the principles of our op- 
jpofers, might have been an occaliGH of idolatry 
In them ; and a miftafee of that kind, not re- 
marked by the hiftorian, would be calculated to 
anfwer the fame pernicious purpofe in fucceed- 
*ng generations. But if he refufed to correcl: 

fo 



fo dangerous a miftake on their account^ yee 
was it not necefiary that he ihould have done 
It on ours ? that when we read his, gofpel, we 
might not entertain the deteftable thought, that 
he equalled himfelf with the Moft High. 1 ' If a 
however, he thought it proper not to explain 
himfelfV at that time ; yet it might have been 
expelled, that his difciples mould have given' 
us the true fenfe of the myflerious words, when; 
they reported them." * : : - '' 



* Dr. ABBADIE'S tveatife qn The DETTY of Jesus 
CHRIST, &c. p. 246, 247 : in which this important 
,fubje(3: is handled in a mod mafterly manner ; and 
well merits the attention of both the friends and 
ppofers of the doctrine. = 
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THE language and condufc of the difcl- 
ples of Chrift prove, that they received 
him as a divine perfon. John tells us fc.v.aj.J 
That; it. is, the will of God, "That all men 
fhould honor the Son, even as they honor the 
l^ailier.. He that honoreth not theSon, honoreth- 
not the Father who hath fent him." Compared 

< ; . " '. ' ' . 

w^th Heb, i. 6. ~" And again when hebringeth 
in the firfl begotten into the world, he faith, 
And let all the angels of God worfhip him.** 
The heft comment on fuch, paflages will proba- 
bly be found, in the conduit of his immediate 
followers. If they, who were favored with di- 
vine infpiration, acloially worfhipped him, we 
may fafely believe that they received him as very 
and eternal God. This then really was the cafe 

* * ' 

'**; ~: '. with 



Stephen. [Acts yij. 59.] ff And thej 
itoned Stephen calling upon QQD, and faying^, 
Lord Jefus, receive my ft>irit."-^-Here we lee a 

V ; * . **' '-^ ( JL --..^.. ^ !.,' . . ? . i 

pious martyr in the hour of diffblution, addreffing 
himfelf tq Jefus Chrift in a folemn a6l of reli-^ 
gious worihip : therefore we conclude Jefus 
ChriU is truly Godo 

IN 2. Cor. xii. 8, 9. we obferve that Paul 
prays to Chrift when there was given to hirn^a 
thorn in the flefH, a meflehger of latan to buffet 
him : " For this thing, I befp'ught the Lord 
thrice, that it might depart from me. And he 
laid unto me, My grace is fufficient for thee j 
for my lirength is made perfe6t in weaknefs.*' 
What follows proves that by the LORD whom 

f- . ... ."..' . . -.- ;.' ' " -,,. .' '.s.' ' , ',- 

he ad'drefled, CHRIST is intended, ff Moft glad- 
ly therefore will I glory in my infirmities, that 
the power of Chrift may reft upon me." Th'c; 
Lord had promifed him that his. grace m^ulcf 
be fufficient for him ; this grace he calls the" 
power ofCbrift ; fignifying, tnat the LORD'CHRI'ST," 
to whom he addrelTed himfelf, nacl given him 
nis gracious anfwer. . 

THOUOSS 
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THOUGH there are many other texts in the 
writings of the apoftles that are of the Jaine 
import,* I fhall only mention the following plain, 
decilive paflage, [Rev. v. 1 1 end.] " And I 
beheld, and I heard the voice of many angels 
round about the throne and the beafts and the 
ciders': and the number of them was tenthqu- 
fand times ten thoufancl j faying with a loud 
voice, Worthy is the Lamb that was flain to re- 
ceive power, and riches,and wifdom,and ftrengtfo, 
and honor, and glory, and bluffing. And every 
creature which is in heaven> and .on the earth, 
and under the earth, and fuch as are in the fea, 
and all that are in them, heard I faying, Blcffing^ 
and honor, and glory, and power, .be unjto hint 
that fitteth upon the throne^ AND UNTO THE 
LAMB FOR EVER AND EVER."! appeal to every 
unprejudiced mind, whether there can po.ffibly 
be a more fplemn adtof Jityrme worfhip than 
this-; which is afcribed equally to the LAMB that 
was flain, as to him that litteth upon the throne 
And will any. man after reading this paflage^ 
hefitate a moment, whether he ought to pay the 

higheft 
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Jilgheft honor to .the Son .of God ? who. is .the 
brightnefs of his glory, arid the exprefs image of 
his perfon. 

WHAT idea would a man of common fehfe 
form of the character of Jefus Chriftj upon read- 
ing Philip, ii. 6. "Who being in the form of 
God, thought it not robbery to be ecjual with 
God .?" Would he not naturally think, eithet that 
Jefus Chrift is a divine perfon j or that he was 
guilty of the moft horrid impiety ? It would 
have been a robbery of the moft blafphemous 
kind, for a creature, however exalted^ to claim 
equality with JEHOVAH : and inftead df his be- 
ing celebrated for his humility, he ought to be 
confidered as a monfter of pride and wickednefs. 
But if we admit the idea of his true and proper 
deity, we are at once led to admire his unparal- 
lelled condefcention. "He who was in the form 
of God, thought it not robbery to be equal 
with God : But made himfelf of no reputation, 
and took upon him the form of a fervant, and 
was made in the" likenefs of men : And being 
found in famion as a man, he humbled himfelf, 
and became obedient unto death, even the death 
'"' " ' : . F 
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of the crofs." [ver. 7, 8.] The moment 
deny the divinity of Chrift, I conceive we de- 
#roy the apoftle's argument. 

- . ', ' ~ ' .: " ^ ' "" " " 

5 THE following words, as they ftand in our 
ranflation, go on to defcribe the excellency of 
his glory, which was fo real and tranfcendent a 
glory, that he thought it not robbery, to bei. e. he 
thought himfelf entitled to be equal with God. 
But I fhall not infift upon this tranflatiqn ; for 
it is more agreeable to the apoftle's argument s 
and to -the language made ufe of, to luppofe him 
to intend iri thefe words, to exprefs the iirft de- 
gree or inftance of his humility, and that the 
verfe mould be rendered by words to this effe6fc ; 

', : ' . ' . ' ...... " .> . i ' . - i . ' . - - ' ' 

Who being in the form of God, was not fond, or 
tenacious, of appearing as God ; but made him r 
felf of no reputation. I mall not trouble you 
with the particular reafons of this rendering. 

. ' . -. : '. . ' - '. , . "'. .'-'- :. .: ' *5* 

which would lead us too far into critical enqui- 
ries : but which way foever the text be under- 
flood, the TO ihut' free ^ will be found to 
belong to Jefus Chrift. If he thought it not 
robbery to affume this equality with God, (what- 
is meant by it,) undoubtedly he was equal : 
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01% if it was the effect of his humility, that he 
did not hold or iniift upon his equality:- with 
God, then certainly .he had. fuch an equality; 
for where is the humility of not infifting on, or 
not retaining an equality, which never did or 
could belong to him ?"*, -' ;> 

. IT was in the contemplation of this aftonim- 
ing truth, that our apoftle thus exclaims, " And 
without . controverfy .great: is 'the rnyftery ; of 
godlinefs : God was manifest in the. flem" 

C* . ' - . ., ~\. j - . ... .''.'.; 

fi Tim.iii.-i6.] That it was.fo, is. a txutJv : rjeyeaL 
ed, but the manner of it is, paft finding, out* , 



To what hath been faid on this fubjed I will 

- ,. ,. . . . r ^i , * ^ * t .' "' - : 

only add [ Col. ii. 9.] "For in him, i. e. ChrirV 
dwelleth all the fulnefs of the Godhead bodily.", 
It feems that Paul could not fay -more than this 
to eitablim the deity of his Mafter. What a 
Urikin^ gradation is here In Chrift " dwells the 

; -CJ O; -:--.: ; - . - . / : . ; ; L __ 

GODHEAD"-^- (C the FULNESS of the Godhead"** 

"''' - "' "' 



Bp. SHEXLOC.K'S difcourfcs on this paflage. Vol. 4. 
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yea, " ALL ' THE; FULNESS" OF THE GODHEAD" Bobr-r 
L v." ' 'Then furely he is very and et errial God 
Letus then; my brethren, 'amidfi the numerous 
attempts" that are made to rob Chrift of his effen- 
tial glory, without 'any fecfet referve, or double ' 
meaning, aferibe bleffing, and honor, arid glory, 
and power to Jefus Chrift, our GOD and SAVIOR, 

IT would be eafy to prove by the facred fcrip- 
tures, that the fame divine names, titles, attri-. 
butes and works are afcribed to Chrift, that are 
afcribed to the Father ; but I hope enough has 
been faid to make it evident, that his: true and 
proper deity was an effential part of apoftolic 
preaching. . * 

SEVERAL of thepaflages of Tcripture that we 

have been conliderrng, prove alfo, the incarna- 

tion of the Son of God: or, that the divine and 

human natures were united in him. For inftance, 

" God was manifeft v&t'hiflejh" He .that was in 

the form of God was found mfajhion as a man. Alfo 

[Heb. ii. 16.] " For verily he took not on him 

the nature of angels ; but he took on him the 

feed, gf Abraham." .The perfon fpoken of is 

-- . Chrift, 
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fty who exifted : prior to his birth of Mary m 
a nature different froni that which he aflumed. 
Verily he cook" here we have a perfonal ac- 
tion : he who was properly divine, " took on 
him the feed, or nature,, of Abraham. " " Thus 
the WORD was Ttajfeflejh j i. e. became united to 
the nature of man; 1 



1 PASS to obferve, That the apoftles preached 
Chrift as the all atoning facrifice for fin. Peter 
declares that " he bare our fins in his own body 
on the tree. "-^-This language he borrowed from 
Ifaiaii [liii. 4, 5.] <r Surely he hath borne our 
griefs, and carried our ibfrows ; yet we did. 
efteem him ftricken, frnitten of God, and afflict- 
ed. But he was wounded for our tranfgreffions, 
he was Bruifed" for our iniquities : the chaftife- 
inent of our peace was upon him ; and with bis 
iMpes we are beakd." cc He hath redeemed us 
from the curfe of the law, being made a curfe for 
us:" " He died the juft for the unjuft that he 
might bring us to God," &c. Such is the cur- 
rent language- of the Bible. 
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IT Is obfervable, that infpired writers lay 
principal ftrefs on his death. Paul fays, " We 
have redemption through his blood" that we are 
redeemed with the precious blood of Chrift> that 
he died for our fins ; not for his own, for he had 
none : " He was holy, harmlefs, undefiled and 
feparate from finners." 

" CHRIST'S fatisfaction for fin was not only 
by his laft fufferings, though it was principally by 
them ; but all his fufferings, and all the humi-* 
liation that he was fubjed: to from the firft mo- 
ment of his incarnation to his, refurrection, were 
propitiatory or fetis factory." * All that he did 
andfuffered makeup that sigh teoufnefs by which 
the believing finner is ju-ftifkd. Through die 
whole he acted voluntarily : for he had power 
to lay down his life, and he had power to take 
it again ; but he knew that it was neceflarjr 
that he mould fuffer thefe things, and enter into 
his glory ; therefore he became " obedient unto 
death even the death of the crofs :" not as a 
martyr only to feal the truth of hi^ own reli- 
gion ; 

* j?r?&tent EDWAKD'S Hift, Redemp. laft edi. p. 324; 
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gion ,- but that he might put away fin by the 
facrifice of himfelf : hence he is faid -, to be 
" the propitiation for our fins ;" [Rom. iii. 25.] 
not metaphorically but really, 

6th. JESUS CHRIST having finimed his part 
of the work of our redemption, afcended to the 
Father, and fent the Holy Gholt, whofe peculiar 
office it is to take it up where he had left it, and 
to carry it on until the glorious plan fhall be 
all aecomplimed. - It is expedient for you, faid 
Chrift to his difciples, that I go away ; for if I 
go not away, the comforter will not come unto 
you ; but if I depart, I will fend him unto you. 
And when he is come, he will reprove the world 
of fin, and of righteoufnefs, and of judgment." 
[John xiv. 7, 8. J , 

THE work of Jefus Chrift is for, or in the 
room and ftead of the finner ; that God the. 
Father might juftify him confiftent with his 
Avhole character. The work of the Holy Spi- 
rit is carried on in the finner, in order to re- 
concile him to God, and fit him for eternal life. 
Jefus Chrift opens the way for his difcharge from 

' the 
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the curfe of the law ; the Spirit of God makes 
him meet to be a partaker of the inheritance of 
the faints in light. Both are abfolutely neceffary % 
the latter no lefs than the former, becaufe, 
" Without holinefs no man lhall fee the Lord.", 
Heb. xii. 14.} 

IT hath been proved already in a preceding 
part of the fubje6t, that mankind are in ;a condi- 
tion of total depravity : if fo, their final condem- 
nation is certain unlefs the heart be changed; 
becaufe a mind at enmity agaiaft God, can not 
be happy in his pjefence. 

IT may, perhaps, be faid; That thofe perfons 
only who are abandoned to wickednefs are thus 
depraved j but this is not the cafe with all man- 
kind. It is confefled, that all men do not difco- 
ver their depravity by open wickednefs. Many 
perfons are under the reftraint of education, fenfe 
of honor, or a fear of the wrath to come ; whofer 
hearts at -the fame time remain difaffecled to di-' 
vine things.- Let fuch perfons afk themfelves as 
in the prefence of that God who look& through 
them, and knows every thought afar off, whether 
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diey do not reftrain prayer before him ? Prefer 
a. croud of fabulous publications to the facred 
Volume ? Whether they are not ftrangers to the 
duties of ^private religion ? Is not God in 
great nreafure forgotten by them ? Do they 
hot lie down and rife up, without any proper 
lenfe of him who holdeth their fouls in life ? 
4.re -not their hearts wholly attached to the 
niches, honors and -pleafures of the world ? - 
Will not a jfmall difficulty detain them from the 
place of public worfhip ? -Would the like dif- 
ficulty prevent their going to an evening's 
amufement ? Why not ? - The reafon is obvi- 
ous ; they hate the one and love the other. If 
a preacher happens to exceed his ufuaj length 
in preaching, are they not quite out of patience 
>vith him ; though they allow the fcrmon was 
good, and his manner not difagreeable B . 
Yet would not thefe very perfons be willing to 
'remain until midnight at fome fafhionable en- 
tertainment ?. Are they not fatigued with the 
one, and in raptures with the other.? I aik 
thefe queftions, my friends, that you may .de-r 
termine what your prevailing tafte is. You cer- 
tainly, know what you love moft ; If the world 

and 
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and the things thereof have the preference, cars 
you believe that you fhall be happy in Heaven, 
where all is holy ? Be not deceived ;-for how- 
ever amiable you may appear in the eyes of the 
world, one thing is wanting : your hearts muft 
be changed by a divine influence^ or you are un- 
done forever. 

IT is a clear cafe with me, That 'mould Gocl 
leave the linner to himfelf, and not inflict on him. 

* . 

any fofitme pimiihment at all, the depravity of his 
own heart would make him entirely miferable, 
becaufe the very nature of fin feparates the foul 
from God. [Ifa. lix. 2.} It follows then, " Ex- 
cept a man be born again, he cannot fee the 
kingdom of God." [John iii. 3.] In the 5th ver, 
of the fame chapter this change is reprefented as 
a being born of the Spirit ; becaufe he effects it. 
Sometimes it is called a tranflation,a palling from 
death to life : But in 2 Cor. v. 1 7, we have this 
{hiking paffage "If any man be in Chriir., he is 
a new creature : old things pafs away ; behold, 
all things become 1 new.." His views, his joys, 
his company, his conduct are all new. : 
His heart is broken for fin as committed a-^. 
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gainft God j he lothes himfelf and repents in dull: 
and afhes. The divine character appears glori- 
ous to him Chrift is precious lins of heart his 
conftant burden holinefs the thing he longs 
for. He feelingly adopts the language of David> 
{c Whom have I in heaven but thee ? and there 
as none upon earth I delire belide thee." The- 
greateft pleafure he has,, is in communion; with. 
God. 

His conduct is changed alfo : for having be- 
lieved in God, he is careful to. maintain good 
works. His religion begins in his heartland ex-. 
Sends its influence over all his behavior ; fo that 
his acquaintance take knowledge of him s . that 

hath been. with. Jefus. 



THUS the Holy Ghojft accompanies the difpen- 
fation of thegofpel with the exceeding greatnefs 
of his power,, and. enlarges the Redeemer's kirig- 
dom. And. thus will he continue to do, untiLalt 
the ranfomed of the Lord mall return and come 
to Sion with fongs^and everkfting joy upon their 
heads : then forrow a-ridlighing fhall flee away. 

7th. THE- 
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THE preceding obfervations relative to 
deity and incarnation of Chrift, the doctrine 
the atonement, and the influence of the Spirit 
pf God in the regeneration of the finner, naturally 
lead me to remark, That the doctrine of the 
Trinity appears to me to be To interwoven with 
chriftianity in general, and the plan ofapoftolic 
preaching in particular, as to make an effential 
part of it. The Father is reprefented as cboojing 
,the Son as redeeming*- and theHolyGhoft as calling 
and fanffiifyine. TEphf. i. A.! " According; as he, 

J /' ' - Gt l i J tJ ' ' ^ 

the Father, hath cbojen i?s in him. "Of the Son 
it is faid [Titus ii. 1/3..] <e who gave himfelf for 
us, that he might redeem iis from all iniquity.'? 
And in Titus iii. 5. die apqftle affures u, that we 
are " faved by the warning of regeneration, and 
Renewing pf the Holy Ghoft." Thus 'dirFerent 
parts of the work of falvation are attributed tq 
Different perfpns in the Godhead. 

BEFORE Jeflis Chrift left the world he gave 
the following commiffion to his apoftles, and to 
their fucceffors in the miniftry ; fc Go ye there- 
fore, and teach all nations ; baptifing them in 

the -fiame pf the FATHER jand of the SON_, and of 

"'" -V-.-j" r " >^,. V t i lc 
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the HOLY GHOST :" [Matt, xxviii. 19.] 
Here we obferve in an ad: of religious wormip* 
equal honor paid to each perfon in theGodhead... 

ACCORDING to this commiilioii the apoftles 
and primitive preachers acted. They could not 
do otherwife without being difobedient to the 
command of Chrift : confequently, wherever 
they preached the gofpel and baptized the 
converts to Chriftianity, they, maintained the 
doctrine of the Trinity. Nor does it appear, 
that they had any apprehenfions that it would 
prevent the fuccefs of their minion. They knew 
it to be their duty, to pay a prompt and implicit 
obedience to their mailer's orders, and to leave 
all confcquences as to themfelves, and his caufe 
with him ; being fully perfuaded that he would 
never command them to believe, or propagate 
any fentiment that was not perfectly reafonable, 
though they could not fully comprehend it.' 
Nor do we find that they ever made a ilngle 
attempt to explain, how it is that the Father, the 
Son and the Holy Ghoft are three perfons yet 
one God ; nor how the divine and human na- 
tures were united in Jefus Chrift, They main- 

talned 
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tained this threefold diftindion in the Godhead 5 
and affure us, that God was manifeft in the 
flefh ;" but confelfed the my fiery, and fubmited 

*. " : - . * 

their reafon to divine revelation j in which 
God's <( defign is to make known realities and 
) not the manner of them. 






ALMOST every thing in the fyftem of nature, 
notwithstanding the great improvements in mo- 
dern philofophy, is attended with difficulties. 
If you look up to the heavens, you Hand afto- 
hilhed at their greatnefs, and feel yourfelf inca- 
pable of comprehending that immenfity which 
lies beyond thofe vaftfpaces which furround us. 
If you caft your eyes on the earth, you meet with 
as many myfteries as there are animals, plants, 
and creatures inanimate. You meet with innu- 
merable difficulties in explaining, the fenfation 
of one, the vegetation of another, and the mo- 
tion of a third. If you confider material na- 
ture in its wide extremes, of immenfe greatnefs, 
and invifible minutenefs, you are ftruck with a- 
rnazement and imagination is nonplufTed.- ^I to 
the confideration of bodies, you take in that of 
their duration, time will fljew you incompre- 

heniible 
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iienfibie wonders ; both in the fucceffion of 

? " ""''." - ; ' ' ' " \ = . . . -.;.- - , 

.pall, and in that which is future.- If you turn 
your -thoughts to ipiritual efTences, every thing 
furpatTes your comprehenfion. You cannot 
.comprehend, either their manner qf exifting, or 
their manner of acting. Even the human foul 
is fo great a paradox to itfelf, that it longiince 
defpaired, not only of comprehending, but of 
knowing itfelf= 



if fo, is there any reafon to affert, as 
our adverlaries do, that there are no myfteries in 
religion ? Or have they fufficient -ground to refufe. 
their aifent to our Lord's eternal Divinity ? fq 
clearly revealed in the Bible, becaufe it is attend- 
ed with fuch difficulties as are |infuperable tQ 
the powers of reafon ? Is it any wonder if the 

, " ' T 

difficulties with which we meet in the Chriftian. 
religion, and efpecialiy thofe that regard the 
Deity of Chrift and the doctrine of the Trinity, 

' . .! ' - . ' t 

iliould be found greater, much greater, than 
thofe which attend a philofophical inquiry into- 
the fyflem of nature ? It w r ould, indeed be a 
wonder if it were not fo ; becaufe the conftitu-* 
io.n and capacities of pur minds bear fome pro- 

portion 
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portion to natural objeds, which are created and 
finite ; and are much better qualified to inquire 
into their caufes and properties, their connections 
andufes, than into thofe of religion, which are 
ofafpiritual kind, and particularly what relates 
to the infinite Godhead." * 

THIS threefold diftinction in the Godhead is 
mentioned by Paul [2. Cor. xiii. 14.] "The 
grace of the LORD JESUS CHRIST,, and the love 
of GOD, and the communion of the HOLY GHOST, 
be with you all, Amen," This is evidently 
a prayer of the apoille addrefled tothefacr"6d 
Three, that all fpiritual bleffiiigs might 1 be grant- 
ed to his chriftian friends at Corinth : He could 
blefs them in no another fenfe than by praying 
for them. t 

To what has been faid, I ihall only add, 
I John v. 7. " For there are three that bear re- 

-, , _ .*-... i 

cord in heaven, the Father, the Word, and the 
Holy Ghoft ; and thefe three are one." f 

' I 



ABB AD IE on the deity of Chrift^ p. 326, ..3.27* 

Thofe perfons who wifh to fee the authenticity 
of this text excellently vindicated, are advifecit 
so read TstAvu's letters to Dr, GIBBON, 
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ct I FREELY grant, fays an excellent writer, 
that had I confulted my own reafon only, I 
could not h ave difcovered ibme myfteries of the 
gofpel. Neverthelefs, when I think on the gran- 
deur of God ; when I call my eyes on that vaft 
ocean ; when I confider that immenfe ALL ; 
nothing aftonifhes me, nothing Humbles me, 
nothing feems to be inadmiflible, however in- 
comprehenlible foever it may be. When th,e 
iiibject is Divine, I am ready to believe, all, to 
admit all, to receive all - 3 provided I be con- 
vinced that it is -God himfelf who. fpeaks to me, 
or any one on his part. After this I am no more 
aftoniihed that there are three diftincl: perfons 
in one divine effence j one God, and yet a Fa- 
ther, a Son, and a Holy Ghoft. Either religion 
muft tell us nothing about God, or what it tells 
us muft be beyond our capacities ; and in dif- 
covering even the borders of this immenfe ocean, 
It muft needs exhibit a vaft extent in which our 
feeble eyes are loft. But what furprizes me, 
what ftumbies me, what frightens me, is to fee a 
diminutive creature, a contemptible man, a little 
lay of light glimmering through a few feeble 
organs, controvert a point with the fupreme 
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Being ; oppofe that intelligence who fitteth at 
the helm of the world ;' queftion what he affirms, 
difpute. what he determines, appeal from his de- 
cifions, and, eyen after Qod hath given evidence, 
rejec~t $11 dodtrines that are beyond his capacity ! 
Enter into, thy nothingnefs, mortal creature ! 
What madnefs animates the? ! How .durft thou 
pretend thou who art but a point, thou whofe 
cffence is but an atom to meafure thyfelf with 
the Supreme. Being ; with him who fills heaven. 
and earth ; with Him, whom heaven, the heaven 
eavens cannot contain I Canft thou by Jearchmgfind 
God f Canft tbou find out. the Almighty to per- 
feffion ? High as heaven^ 'what' canft thou do ? deeper 
than hells what canft thou know ?"* 



I's Ser. Vol. i. p. 78, 79. ROBINSON'S 
sranflatipn. 
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tth, J -PASS to obferve, that the apoftleg 
plainly and repeatedly preached the 
rdo&rine of divine fivereignty '-: Or, that God has 
an abfolute right to difpofe of all things^ ac- 
cording to his own pleafure B 



IT has often been objected to this truth, 
That it reprefents Almighty God partial to his 
creaturesj by making a diftin&ion among them. 
But this ought not to be an objection,- becaufe 
it is a.facT:, known, and read of all men, that he 
hath placed forne in a far more eligible fituation 
than others. In creation we obferve the moffc 
palpable diftinction among the creatures of God. 

, . ANGELS 
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ANGELS are firft in the order of created in- 
telligences ; are faid to excel in ftrength, conti- 
nually iurround the throne of God, and are em- 
ployed in the moil exalted and important fervU 
ces. They are dignified' in nature and officfe 

MEN form the next link in the chain of in- 
telligent agents ; whom Deity hath created with 
a nature lefs dignified, endued with inferior 
mental powers, and employed in a manner 
lefs noble and interefting. Among man- 
kind there is alfo a very obvious diftinction. 
One man is extremely handfome ; another, ex- 
tremely homely : One has all his- parts ; another 
Is deformed, maimed, blind, halt. 

THEY differ in mind likewise no Icfs than in 
body. One perfon has great fagacity and pene- 
tration ; another is an idiot, or but a fmall re- 
move from him. All minds, though formed by 
the fame Almighty hand, are not of the fame di- 
meniions. God hirofelf hath made this differ- 
ence* " 

THEY 
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THEY differ in place or ftation in life. They 
are not fitted for, nor employed with equal dig- 
nity. All are ufeful in their place, but not 
equally fo. 

THIS being the cafe, I alk, Will any mail dare 
. to cenfure JEHOVAH for making fuch diftindlions 
among his creatures ? Hath not the potter 
power over the clay, of the fame lump to make 
one vefiel to honor, and another to difhonor ?" > 
Shall the idiot, or the man of fmall powers of 
jnincf fay to his Creator, Why was I not made 
equal to Sir Ifaac Newton ?~Or. fhall that great 
philo&pher fay to his Maker, Why was not I 
created an angel ? We tremble at the idea of thus. 
arraigning the divine conduct. God hath done 
what he had a right to do j and hath exercifed that 
right under the influence of infinite wifdom- 
andgoodnefs. 

WE obferve that the like diftin&ion runs thro* 
God's whole csconomy of providence. Some per- 
fons have all and abound ; others are deprefled 
with poverty. Two men mall fet out in . life 
with equal profpects and advantages ; one of 

them 
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them {hall be fuccefsful in almoft every thing 
he undertakes ; the other mall meet with re- 
peated lofTes, and become poor, 

SOME perfons enjoy a conftaht and confirmed 

r . 

Hate of health ; others are always lick, knowing 
fcarce one day in which they are free from pain 
though equally virtuous and temperate. One 
pafies through the moft ernineAt dangers, and 
efcapes uninjured ; another lofes his life by the 
moft trifling occurrence.- One lives to a good 
old age ; another . is cut down from the birth.- 
One continues till he becomes a burden to him- 
felf and friends; another in the bloom and vi- 
gor of his days, is arrefted by the laft enemy. 

THE Deity hath made a difference among 
mankind with refpect to the means of knowledge. 
Some people remain in the favageftate; while 
others, favored with every advantage of infor^ 
ma.tion, both divine and human, have arrived 
at a furprizing height of knowledge and refine- 
ment. Yet they all belong to the fame great 
family, and, are under the government of the 
fame infinite God, who for wife reafons, makes 

thefe 



tliefe diftindioris among them. He could 
ftave placed all men in circumftances equalty 
agreeable, had it beeii his will : or have made 
an entire reverfe of condition. He might Have 
ordered your foul or mine to have animated 
the body of a Laplander, a Hottentot, or an 
American favage ; but he hath been pleafed, as a 
fbvereign Qod s to place us in a more pleafmg 
condition 

THESE are fome of the diftinctions which God. 
fiath made in the courfe of his moral govern- 
'ment : And who mail fay. unto him. What doeft 
ihou? 



L; 



THE jfoyereignty of God is equally apparent 

in his conduct towards Jinners. He hath pafled 
t>y the fallen angels. " And the angels which 
kept not their firft eftate, he hath rcferved in 
everlaftirig chains under darknefs, unto the judg^ 
merit of the great day." [Jude vL] Their nature 

* ; . i " . \ i 

the Son of God did not affume, becaufe their fal- 
vatioriwas not theendhedefignedto accomplilh : 
Accordingly we are told, that hell is " prepared 
for the devil and his angels." [Matt. xxv. 41.] 
it appears that they are paffed by. 

: ' ' GOD 
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Gon hath made a very Important difference 
gmong mankind, by fending the gofpel to fomc. 
?f them, and withholding it from others. Thofc 
perfons who are difpofed. to raifc objections ei- 
ther againft the benevolence of the Deity, or the. 
truth of divine revelation on this account, would, 
do well to confider, That God himfelf hath. 
made this diftinction, and that he. can do no 

* - + , 

wrong. He is a rock, his way is perfect : noc 
doth he ffive account of his matters to any, 



BESIDES,. it is evident that, there is a ftriking 
analogy in all his conduct in creation,providence 

"* * ' -j 

and redemption. He hath not in either cafe. 
distributed, his bleflings on all men alike. This 
hath been proved- already in the preceding ob- 
feryations. If it is neceffary therefore to vin- 
dicate his conduct . in . this inftance, it isnolefs 
neceffary in the others. " -But who art thou 
O man, that, replieft againft God ? Shall thc^ 
thing formed fay to him that formed it, Wh> 

O - J ' i . . ..... .1 

haft thou made me thus ?'?, 

.AMONG thofe perfons who are favored with 
the gofpel, there is alfo a difference. He takes 

one 
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bne of a city, and two of a- family and brings 
them to Sion. " For lie faith to Mofes, I will 
have mercy ori whom I will have mercy, and I 
will have' compaffion ori whom I will have 
compdffiori. So then it is not of him that wil- 
leth, nor of him that runneth, but of God that 
Iheweth mercy. Therefore hath he mercy on. 
whom he will have mercy, and whom he will he 
harderieth," [Rom. ix; 15, 16, 18.] not bypofi- 
tive influence, but by leaving the linner to act 
Out his own character or follow the wiekednefs 
bf his own heart. And as mankind univerfally, 
have by fin fubjected themfelves to everlafting . 
condemnation, they that are loft will have nc* 
juft caufe of complaint againft God ; but will" 
be obliged to acknowledge his juftice ; and they 
who are faved, will afcribe their falvation wholly 
to his fovereign grace. God condemns none 
but the guilty ; nor will he fave any that had 
any claim on him j otherwife falvation would 
not be by graces 



IN the chapter in which the text is, this 
tiridion is moft clearly declared. The fame 
gpfpel that was the wifdom and power of God 

to 



'to feme, was a ftumbling-block and foolifhnefg 
to others : hence Paul thus addreifed himfelf to 
the Corinthians ; " For ye fee your calling bre- 
thren> how that not many wife men after the 
flem, ; not many mightyv not many noble arc 
called. But God hath chofen the fdoiifli: things 
fthe world. to ; confound the wife and God 
hath chofen the weak" things of the world to 
confound the things which are mighty : and 
bafe things of the' world* 'and things which 'are 
defpifed, hath, God chofen., yea, and things which 
are not, to bring to nought things that are : that 
no- flefti might glory in his prefence." [i Cor. 
i. 26,. 27, 28, 29.] Remark, my 'brethren, God 
is here faid to choofe forne and to leave others. 
Some perfons were brought to receive the gof- 
pel , while others were left in their unbelief. " 

PAUL always afcribes his converliorr to the 
grace of God. " When it pleafed God who -fe- 
parated me from my mother's womb, and called 
me by his grace" In another place he fays, " By 
the grace of God I am what I am/' If fo, it 
follows as an undeniable truth, ThatGod made .a 
difference between him, and many' of his ^ coun- 
trymen 
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trymen the Jews. He was converted to chriftiaiu 
ity by divine power, while crowds of other im- 
ners were paffed by. God could as eaiily have 
converted the whole nation as one man, had it 
been his fovereign pleafure : but you all know 
he did not ; therefore he made a difference. 

WE fee in our own day when the Lord revives 
his work among us, that one is taken and ano- 
ther left. The fame fermon that is the means 
of awakening or comforting one perfon, leaves 
others in a fecure condition. Under the lame 
religious advantages fome are hopely wrought 
upon, while others maintain their oppoiition to. 
Jefus Chrift,, 

THAT the fuccefs of the gofpel, or the con- 
verfion of finners is owing to divine influence, 
is proved by the current language of fcripture. 
They who believe in Chrift, are faid to be f< born A 
not of blood, nor of the will of the flefh, nor of 
the will of man, but of God." [John i. 12, 1.3.] 
Paul fays, c< I have planted, Apollos watered., 
but God gave the increaje" [i Cor. iii. 6.] We 
may fafely conclude then,, that^urider the difpen- 

fation 
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fation of the gofpel, God confers a favor on 
that he does not confer on all. 



OUR blelTed Lord teaches us this doctrine of * 
divine fovereignty in the following palfage, a.3 

.... _ i ' 'i 

well as in others that might be mentioned.. [Luk.e 
x. 2r.J "In that hour Jefus rejoiced in fpirit, 

and faid, I thank thee, O Father, Lord of hea- 

' ' - - < . * ..,,>... ., , . .1 'i 

ven and earth, that thou haft hid thefe things 

- i > , . * ; .-,;.., . - .... ,O-s. 

from the wife and prudent, and haft revealed 

"- > . - ' -. . L ~ *' - , .' x _ ...... j : 

them unto babes ; even fo, Father^ for fp i^. 
feemed good in thy fight." 



9th. THE nature and. mceffity of faith and re-* 
pei'tiancs were important parts of the preaching 
oftheapoftl.es. They affure us, that "faith is, 

: '''-'. 3 

the fubftance of things hoped for, and the evi- 
dence cf things not feen." ^- fc The belief of the 

: ' & . .' ' ' - - - : .'f- 

trutb," oi\ a giving credit to the record God 
gave of his Son. And that we may be, capable 
of diltinguiming between living and dead faith^ 
they inform us, that the faith of God's elect,' 
works by love, purifies the heart, efteems Chrift 

nrecious, and produces good works : 

1 x '.. ' . . . . 

without works is dead being alone.'* 
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T.HE importance of faith appears from various; 
circirniftances, fuch as, That without it we can- 
not pleafe God enjoy the cpnfolatio.ns of the 
gofpel, nor enter inta the kingdom of heaven. 
*< If ye believe not that I am he, faiql; Chrift to 
the Jews, ye fliall die in your fiijs g* : . [John viiL 
34.] that Bunder, the curfe of the law, and peril!* 
for ever. The language of the commiffion needs 
no comment ; He that believeth fhall be fav-. 

. \ . . * _ ^ 

ed ; and he that believeth not {hall be damned.". 

f \ ' * - 

According to, this commiflion, theapoftles con- 
ftantly urged on. linners the neceffity of believing 
in the Lord. Jefus Chrift, whom God had fet 
forth to be a propitiation through faith in his 
bloody 

THEY alfo infilled) wherever they went, on the. 
nature and neceffity of repentance, as implying 
a change in the diipoiition of the mind, without 
which ho man can fee the Lord. Peter faid to 
the anxious multitude, [Acts ii. 37, 38,] <c Re- 
pent and be baptized every one of you in the 
name of Jefus Chrift for the remiffion of fins." 
And Paul affurcd the Athenians, that " God 
commanded all. men every where to repent, be- 

i-v- i* .,;,, , .... . 

cauic 



aufe he had appointed a day .in which he would 
judge the world in nghteoufnefs," &c. -[Ads 



.THE mod likely method of bringing mankind 
to repentance, is to hold up to their view the 
nature, extent, and perpetuity of the divine law, 
?is holy, juil and good ;- reaching to - the 
thoughts and intents of the heart requiring 
truth in the inward parts,, and condemning the 
firmer for a tingle inordinate dem-e, or wrong 
temper : which law is perpetually, and univer- 
fally binding. Until heaven and earth pafs a- 
way, Chrift allures us, one jot or tittle of the law 
ihall not fail. Now by this law is the know- 
ledge of fin ; and when it comes home in its true 
nature on the confcience, iin revives and the 
finner dies, i. e. he Hands juitly condemned by it 
as a tranfgreffor, but fees no way of efcape. Irt 
this condition he remains till Chrift is 'revealed 
in linn : For the law can do nothing but con- 
demn him. It will not accept repentance as a 
condition of his pardon ; nor . can it difcover 
the atonement. Its language is, " Pay me what 
thou ov/eft.". At length the finner is. .'brought 

t 



to look on him whom he "hath ^pierced, and i 
mourn for him as one rngurneth for his only 1 
fon, and to be m bitternefe for himy as one that 
is -in bitternefs for his firft born. He adopts 
the language of the propriety faying, Surely- 
after that I was turned, I repented; and after 
that I was inftructed, I fmote upon my thigh : I 
was afhamed, yea, even confounded, becaufe I did 
bear the reproach of my youth." [ Jer.xxxi. 19.3 

loth. THE^apoftles dwelt much on the chrifiim 
Umfersy and the whole circle of "moral' and e 
gelical obedknce ; fuch' as, fupreme love to 
b^hevolence to men~-meeknefs, patience -refig- 
nation to the divine will, forgivehefs of ihju- 
ries > -readinefs > to ; relieve the poor, &c. Jefus 
Chrift had taught them thefe important leflbns 
In his mofl excellent fermoa on ' the mount, 
[Matt. 5, 6 and 7 chapters] /which contains an 
immenfe treafure of moft precious truths and 
exhortations ; after .which they copied in their 
own . preaching. Hence they thus addrefs us ff 
"If any man have not the fpirit of Chrift, he 
is none of his." ff They that are Chriil's have 
crucified the flefti with its affections and lulls. " 

s< Lefe 
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** Let the fame mind be in you that was ajfo iii 
hrift Jefus." "If ye live after the flefh, yc 
fhall die ; but if ye, through the Spirit^ do mor- 
tify the deeds of the body, ye mall live." -. 
Thefe are mentioned as a fpecimen of their zealj 
to promote perfonal holinefs among the difciples 
of Chrift. 

THEY alfo perfuaded believers to give them- 
felves up to the Lord and to his church, by a 
public fubmiffion to the two leading inftitutions 
of trie new teftament, baptifm and the Lord's, 
fupper ; that they might become witnefles for 
Chrift, and enjoy the fpecial privileges of his 
houfe. In a word, They ; urged with conftancy 
and zeal the great importance of good works, as 
evidences and fruits of faith ; and that others 
feeing them, might be excited to glorify their 
Father who is in heaven. 

nth. THEY often brought into view the re- 
furre&ibri of the dea : d, the laft judgment, and 
the final ftates of men. On the firft of thefe 
Paul enlarge* with great ftrength and' propriety 
of feafoiiing in j Cqr, xy ; to which I refer you. 

THEY 
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. lj- *. " . '..- ' ' ' ' ~ 

THEY alfo affiire us In v language calculated ta 
awaken all our attention^ That Jefus thrift will 
defcend from heaven with a fhout>; the .-". voice' 
of the arch^ahgei; and the" trump of God i That 
the heavens being dri fire ihall le difiolved, the 
elements (hall melt with ferveiit heat \ the earth 
and all that is tHereiri ihall fee burnt lip. 1 Then 
they who have done good , friall cdrrie forth to 
the'refiirre<3:i6n 6f life ; and v they who have done, 
evil t6 the refurr^clidri of damnation.^ O, ho w 
ibiemn, will be this toricliiditi^ fcene ! The, laft . 
triimp will awake the fleeping millions. ^-The 
lea give up the dead that are in it :-^-death and 
hell give up the dead that arc in them- and all 

C? .JL- . . i 

.crowd around that throne 6n which the Judge is , 
feated, from whofe fentence there will be no.ap-v 
peal ^Amazement all i -^ 

1 ' . .'.' ; ' " , ' * " 

THE different characters of m'en are'marke'd-^ 
all carry their deftination in their countehanU 
ces.-r-The, righteous fly to ^meet their glorious 
Judge, their Savior and their Friend, and bid 
him welcome ten thoufand times ^Their hearts 
beat hign with joy and piraife - Each eye Beams 
eace, and _all the innumerable multitude of re^ 

deemed 
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.. . ' ; . . '. . " 

deemed finhcrs' ling> " Lothis is 1 

have waited for .him' ; we will rejoice arid 

in his falyatioh'/'-^TThcfe' he (hall place on; his* . 

right hand* - - 

' ' . ,'. L . > - ;'. ' a ).' . '*'".'..- 

BUT the' ungodly approach witlr li&r&f andl ' 
(Jefpair : for their confciences; at- this fatal mb-^ 
riient more thm everj anticipate their doom jt 
hence they "fay to*the mountains and rocksi Fall- 
4?h, us> and hide us from the face of him that fit r 
tetb upon- the throne, atid from\ the wrath of th&^ 
Lamb i, for the great day of his wrath is conie .^ 
and whomall be able to.iland ?" [Rev; vi, r6,j yvj- 
-^-Thefe the Judge {hall glace: on his left- hand.-- * ' 
The critical and decifive moment- is/ arrived'-*- 
all nations arc before hin*: they are^ feparatedL 
the one from- the other as a fhepherd ; dividethtu 
die fhe'ep from : :the;gbats. 'To them; on< hisiright- 
hand he will fay, Gome, ye feleiTed of my 
Father/ inherit the kingdom preparcdvfo;n you? . 
fix)m : the ^foundation of the world- : For I was; 
stn hungred, and ye gave me meat i I was thir%, 
and. ye gave .me drink: I was a ftranger, and yc 
rook me in : Naked, and ye clothed me : I was; 
fiek,.ajnd .ye vifite'd me: I was in prifon, and y^ 
came unto .me, .- * ., .....Then ihall he fay alfo- 
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them,on' his left hand, ,5? Depart from 
ye curfed, into .eyerlaftii|g. fire, prepared for the 
iPevil and his angels : for I wa^a*n-.hurigre^Jn& :.;, 
ye gaVf? me no meat .: 1 was thirty, and ye gay<^ 
jne no drink : I was a ftranger, and ye took me ' \ 

';- . '_ -. . -- i . : .""- - - -" *' -- '/'."'. 

jiot in ^natedj aiid ye clothed me. 
nd in ^ifqn, a^ncj ye yi^ted nig, 
fhejfe,fhaJl;gQ away into 
but the rfehteoua into life eternal.** ["Matt xxv, 

'*, '. . -.' ^- -/c ? . i-- ; ' . .-' - ' .' i '. - -' " ":... ~, ' "' 

$ i-r-.nd. JW^THus the folemn fcene is clofed 
They that were ready went in with ^im -tq 
the marriage, and the Ar w^ /##/.'? r l 

^*i-.i. >S<- :-- vV v :.-. V :"- "*. ^ - ' .'. ' - -.- .- ' 



iNixy., the v^rioXi^ fe^ten^e p.aft, 
Affigns the ^^ fe^er*d throng diftindt abo 
$plphure;QU^ or ambrofial ; What enfues_ - . 
jThe deed predominant ! thjp deed "of deeds ! 
Which makes % hell of helly a hezj.v'n of heav*i^ 
The'Gpbdcfefs, with ^ determin'xl aipeci turns 
Her adamantine key's enormous fize ^ 

'""* * > "^ - . "v <*-*%"-.. \ ' **'"; ^ - 

' >Throu^i deftinj's ine3c^ica,ble ward^, r ,- 
Beep-oilying ev'rjr bolt^ on both their ^tejs, 
ii, fr0m i^e chryftal^ 
nidownjlHe hurls it thro'^ the daritprpfo 
/thufand thouftnd jfe^hom ; (there to 



Or, T^*o*Ni|;ht Thoughts, p 
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III. I PAS'S to '{hew, That God hath put the 

i- _. ' . .-.- | . ., _ : JT-, ^ 

moil diftinguilhed honor on thefe doctrines, ,bjj 
making them -the means of facing them wh6 

' ' ' '''' " 



were not only .remarkably ftiecefeful 
during the firft age of the church,, when thou-i 
lands were converted to the chriftian faith, [Se^ 
Aels ii. 41.- iy. 4, &c.] ^ but -have been fo at 
different periods fince dotyh to the ^efent day- " 



tf BEFORE the dcftrucTion of Jerufalem the 
gofpel was not only preached in the lefs Afia,and 
Greece, and Italy,the great theatres o.a&idn theii 
in the World ; but was like wife propagated as 
fiir northward as Scythia,' as far fouthward as " 
Ethiopia, as far eaft ward as Parthia "arid i 
sis far weftward as Spain and 



DURING, the three firft centuries, the gofpe^ 
was .preached with great fuccefs, notwitHftarid- 
ing the violence of perfecution. The more the 
chriftians were oppreiTed the more they grew ; 
hence it became a maxim. That " the blood of; 
the martyrs is the feed of the church." 



1 . i . 

* Bp. NEWT an oh the ?rophefies, Vpl H/ p. 
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FROM the time of the death of Confltantfne tilt 
|he reformation from popery, .the church paired 

. . j -. , ; . . > ....-_ ,.*..: - . ' ... - . . , . ' * 

through various dark and trying fcenes. Some? 
times fhe appeared to be hear deftruc"tion[<, 
<* This is the darkeft and moft difmal day that 

' . . " .1 . , ;..':..-. -.';'' '.-" 

ever the church faw, and probably t\ie darkeft it 
ever will fee.*;* if et through all that periodGoc} 
raifed up fpme faithful wiinefles for his- caufe: 
jimong whom, by general confent of ecclefiaftical 
writers, we are to place the Waldenfes,^ what 
arefaidby fome authors, to have prefer ved andl 
handed down the apoftolic doctrines pure, froni 
primitive times to the days of Luther. i 

' - ;*.- r 

REIN.BRUS, their violent enemy tells-us, w That 
fall fecTis that ever were, none were fo petni- 

** ' - . ' ' < 

clous to the church of Rome as the Leonifts or 
Waldenfes ; and that for thefe reafons : i. For 
their antiquity and long continuance, even from 
the" time of pope Sylvefter, who was made Pope 

' ' " ' " - ' . -. '' v ia 



For a full, account of tljiefe \ pious people, fee 
SHEIM'S Ecclef. Hiftory. : 

The confeflSon of their fgith'lhews their attachment^ 



|o the Apoftolic doctrines, . 

A. tx 1 i . "* ' * } - "' 



la the year -?r6j or, as others have- 

fr> , i'.- . J- - ' . '- ,'*' --. .--- 

i * i f . ' - - _' '. ' ' - * 

iyom the time of the apofljes. 2. ; For the.um^ 
werfdity ; of that feel:, * be,caufe there was fcarc^ 
any country whej^e they w^ere :not. j. A^heriL all , 
pther heretics, by reafon of their blafphemy 
j^gainfl: God, w.ere abhorr ed^ =the; ^aldenfes had 

\' ' "--,- : " "i V.. - - '-v -.'*, - ' - ' '- - 

a great appeas'a.nce of piety, becaufe they lived 
juftly before -men, believed all tilings well of 
God, and had the article^ of the creed, only 
they blal|)hemed the church .and clergy pi" 
^ome.'^ * '.'-.-' 



AFTER- this long flight of error, and ' 
tfori, during which period, the witnefles were few, ; 
ind -were obliged to prophecy in f^ckcloth, .tiie 
eformation Qok place. l Wickcliff. appeared in 

:- : ; - n'i." .-.."''- ''A- -- .-""/< '.'" ? "' ' " ''"', ^-r,-.-?r /: "; .-"3, 

England* whofe difciples became ilumerous -'.. 

L' ij '-. ' '' '.V-' >^- i .v".'-" : '--- ' --i-r-Ji' (%% -^ - ; -. 
Luther and Melanct,hon "in Germany John 

11 >}:''-. ', -.:, "-. ' i . ", . . !, '.''," \',':.' '" f'.j.*- - '-''i* - ' . ' i 

JJuJs and Jerome m Bphemia^ZuirigUus and, 

' '- ..-:,'; ,^ ' '','' - - ' V .; ".. ':'.i'".' " ' .,..: ";':.- - t - -. " > 

others in Switzerland- It wou|d be q.l;mq(l end- 
lefs 4:o mention the names of the worthy men 

'-'-- " ' ' ' *''; . . ! " ; '' 

in different parts of the world, whom God rait- 
ed up to befriend 'the truths of the gofpcl" :. many. 
pfwhom fealed them with their blood. , 



* GiLits fucccls of the goiyel, Yol.-I. ^p. 5^. 
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IF we cbnfult thehiftpi;y<6F ttechurcli 
the reformation, we,fhall find-that; God hath, fet 
his'ieal: to the; apoftolic dodtriites' in difFerent 
parts ,of the world/, by; making jhem the mean$ 
of great reforrnatioris among, mankind*, In.iErig-< 
fetnd> Scotlaridy Ireland, Holland, America^ ?Cw 
there 'have been remarkable revivals, .of religion j.-' 
at which times crowi^ of iiniiers have been, turn- 
ed from; darknefs to light. ^Whole towns and 
villages^-have become feriousv and reformed^'; 
places of public worfhip, at' "fuch feafons; were 
crowded with anxious enquirers ; .and converts; 
lavexiome like the clbiids/aiid tHe doves^td their 
wihiJowis. * ^ " - 



- is readily granted, That the greatend ; of the' 
: pr-eaehmg of theigofpeUs to make mahkind wife^ 
and better.; When therefore the wicked are re^- 
fbrmedjiCBurches filled with membiersrwho adorn 
their : :profefli0n;: and. the youth efpeeially are- 
Hiade willing ,to become -the followers of the 
JLamb of ?God^:at ^ period- of life, when they^ 
- are moft capable of enjoying- the pleafures , of : 
i we -may iafely .call this tk% work. 

' ' " 



* ChriftkitHiftory, 
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And bleiFed be his name, fuch have, been 
effects of the faithful miniftry among all denb-i 
ininations of chriftians, who have maintained the 
apoftolic do&rines* You muft be femlble; my , 
brethren, if you have been obfervant, that ,thofe~ ~ 
men have been the rnoft fuccefsful, who have 
been moft engaged in preaching the humbling 
dodlrines of the crofs. God hath put diftinguifh- 
ed honor on them, by. giving them many feals 
to their miniftry, as their joy and crown. 

' . . ' 

WHENCE we infer, 

j. THAT the minifters of the gplpel Have the* 
greateft fenCourSgement, to preach the fame 
doctrines in every age of the world. 

v , ' . 

THOSE perfons are quite miftaken who think, 
that the golpel can be rendered agreable to na- 
tural men as fuch : they may be changed in- 
to the fpirit of it by the power of God, but- 
the gofpel remains the fame. Or the preachers 
tif it may leave out, or explain away its moft 
exceptionable' parts, and thereby obtain the cha-^ 
racier of rational and moderate men : but let- it -be 
remembered in that cafe, it is no longer Paul's 
gdfpel, or chriftianity as taugnt bv 



Ills apoftles they preach j rather Jfomething quite.; 
Different frojn it ; by which they may, amufe 
, hiankind, but they hav^iiti juft reafon. to. believe - 

it will be ttie means of their .conversion. 

-- " , _' .' 

THE hearer we Come iii'preaching to the fen- 
timents. and manner of the /apoftles, ,1 humbly 
/ conceive^ , the greater reafon we have to -expect: 
Tuccefsi, nzfentiments have been confidered ; of 
the manner I beg ...leave to lay They preached 
y/0///that all who heard them might underftand 
them : and faithfully > ,that God^ their own .con- 

'..-'-/ - .' ' ' ; v" 

fciences, or the people hiight hot reproach them.* 

They did hot Ihun to declare the whole counfel 

* . -" ..'.-. /.'.'. . 

of God ; nor ufe 1 ambiguous expreffiohs, to pre- - 

1 - " * ' - ' ' " * ' ' if- ' 

'Vent its being known- what their real Jentiments 
ivere ; 'but took a fide like faithful, men:-; -nor 
feared any. corife'querices, while engaged in, what 

./'.' ' y , .-/ . ' ; ' "''',. "." ,*- 

, t-h'ey believed to be^ the caufe of God and truth* 

EVERY man has an undoubted right to thinfc 
for himfelf, and to publim his principles tp the 
world : and in this enlightened .and liberal age' 
h : e has nothing to Fear as to his.perfoh. And 
though his Sentiments may be oppofed, his/fide.-, 
lity will .entitle hini to .refpecVfroin mankind^ 
. who continue to revere ah honeft man. 



v . 



-' -t 

* " * 

THE apoftles were alfo diligent in the work of * 
the Lord : were inftant in feafon, -out of feafon. 
"1 have taught you- publicly, fays Paul, and from " 
hou-fe.to houfe." Theif hearts glowed with" love' 
to God, and to the fouls of men; hence they were - 
willing to fpend and to be 1 fpent in the facred 
fervice. In public and private life they were 
examples to the flock* - ^ 

, THEY preached ^ r ith a -pathos that arofe out of. 
the infinite importance -of the fubjefts of their 

- . , ^ ,, _ 

miniftry ; which had a . natural tendency to fix 
the attention of their hearers, and. to convince 
them that they were in earneft. They felt' their. 
* fubjects, "and they mad others feeL Felix, a - 
, Roman governor trembled before Paul his pri- 
fbner, while he reafonect of righteoufnefs, tem- 
perance/and judgment to come. King Agrippa - 
\vas forced to acknowledge, that Paul had almoft 
perfuaded him to be a chriftian. . _.' 

2. WHAT has been faid, fuggefts to them who. 
tiave been long in the miniftry, a-nd have had but 

" ' $Q ' *.:*'.. 

little fuccefs, the ferlous enquiry, 'Whether they 
have plainly and faithfully preached the.apoftolic* 

V /\ - " dodrincs 2 ' * 



r ^i 
_-. / 

? Qr, ^whether they have, not .been., 

-_ - ' '.,* ">" 

:d of the gpfpel of Chrift? If the latter 
'lias been the cafe, no wOnder .they have dragged 
on heavily in the 'work j and .with very few, if 
' any, feals to their ' miniftry : for God wjlj. re^- 
prove ; fuch uiifaithfalneis in his fervrce. -' 

TRUE indeed/ it fornetimes happens, that the 
faithful miniiters of the-gofpel are - for a feafon 

' : unfuccefsful ; yet they ought not to be difcou- - 

' raged, for in due time they lhall reap if 'they 

faint not. They w]ho go forth weeping bearing 

-precious feed, lhall finally returri rejoicing, bring- 

, ing their Iheaves with them. But fuppofe, they 

. .fhould no.t fee. the fruit of their labWs in this 

. life, they will have the teftimony of confcience, 

that in . iimplicity. and gocjly 'finesrity,, -not with ' 

-fleihly wifdonii but by the grace of God, they 

have had thek converfatien in "the waiid. fLet 

, them who fi) w, fow in hope : tThe word mail 
hot 'return void, but it fhall accompliili ' that 
which (Grod -pl.eafeth, and profper in the tiling 

'; .^JieretQ.. he fent it. . . :/ c . v 

.3. SHO : U^D thefe difcourfes fall' into the hands 
; of any young meiij who wifli to engage in. the 



* "" , \ "-' 

work of the miniftry, they will.excufe me if I fay/ 
They ought frft to afk themfelves, Whether 
they have ever felt 'the transforming power of 
the gofpel on their hearts. .Minifters of jChrifl 

' ' *-''. ' ' ,!.''' '- ' "''. '-." 

pught certainly to know the truth by a happy ex- 
perience, or they will be blind. leaders of the 
blind. " A preacher's firil and fiipreme. quality, 
that which muft give life and vieour to his com- 

. . . } 4 . . , . _->. '''">'.-'' ' . - 

politions, and juft fcope to all his talents, lies in. 
his being a good man, I mean a lover of God, 
and a friend of men. A .preacher who has not 

> - /', , . ' - 

felt .the power, and imbibed the fpirit of chrifrJU 
anity, is the mofl unfit perfon in the wqrld, to - 
teach and recommend it to others/'* 

'...--- ' - ( 

I;3sr. fuch a condition he will find; it a very 
hard fervice, to be always engaged in praying^ 
ftudying, preaching, anfwef ing cafes of con- 
fcience, vifiting the iick and dying, &c. bepaufe^ 
whatever he may be in appearance, his. heart is 
unfriendly to -the work. If on the other handy 
he has felt the gofpel coming with power, the , 
Holy Qhoft, and much afliirance, he will, love itj, 

becaufe. 

. . --. ^.- ', - . 

* FORDYCE'S Art of preaching, p. 1 00. > 



J ..;.'' -,-: ' 

, 'i . , * ; ___! % ' 

becaufe it tends to advance the glory of God, 
and the falvation of finners. Having been made 

-.. ' . '4 .'." - - '", . - ' " ;' 

happy by the gofpel himfel he longs/that others 
fhould tafte and, fee. that the Lord is gracious. 
With fuch a temper it becomes his meat and 

, '. .. .->. ->,-.. // -'...:- '..I- .. ' - , ". 

drink, to be c^aily engagea in the various parts 

; - : . - . ". . v ;.'< v / 'I ' . -. - _ i ' - -' . ' 

of 'minift^ri^l duty. K(e puts on no forbid- 

- . . . vs'. /: ' :..-.- * '- \ '. *' ' 

ding airs,-r-ris eafy of accefs; and by his bene- 
yolence^ afFability and pietyj invites th^ diftrefs- 
d of every defcriptionj to enter into the, freefl 
converiation with ,him : and enjoys a mprl: fen^ 
|ible pleafure, when he is the means of leflening 
the diftreljes of mankind^ whether of .foul 
body. 



4- IN fine i We infer. That while, the 

, ~ * , . .-^ ^ , - 

Jlers of the gofpel are obliged to maintain all 
the" parts of the facred fyftem, fo far -as they un- : 
, ^erftand: them, they ought to infift mpft of all 
on thofe, that are immediately calculated to pro^\^ 
mote the greateft good of mankind : Such for 
inftance, -as tend ,tp awaken .the ftupid con- . 
fcience-T-direcft the anxious linner to Chrift ^and 

" ^ - ' ^ - \ \ 

edify and build up believers in their mofl: holy 
faith; i^e; To enlighten arid reform the world. - ', 

. i -*. - "".*"* . ^"^ ' . . "T '. - ! 



'-' - ' ,' E > 

,..',* * 

THE poiitive inftitutions of religion 
&ftidary objects ; and though good in their place, 
might by no means to be fet in competition, 
with the fundamental doctrines of the gofpel s 
and the various chriftian tempers . . . 

. A PIOUS man of a liberal mind is anxious 
moft of all that linners mould be' cpnverted to. 
Jefus Chrift. This end accomplifhed he feels 
happy ; and is willing that every man fliould be 
folly perfuaded in his own mind, with refpect to, 
\vhatare called, the circmnftantials of religion. 
He can- truly fayy lf e Send Lord by whom thoii 
wilt fend/' If the Redeemer's kingdom is ad- 
vanced in the world, he rejoiceth let who will be 
the inftruments of it ; . or, le-t it be among what . 
denomination of chriftians it 



IT is to be lamented, niy brethren, .that 
thofe , chrifLians who are united in the molt e- 
fential truths of the gofpel, mould contend, fo . 
much as they do about rites and ceremonies. 
Such .conduct tends to create animofities, fepa-> 
rate friends, and is very injurious to the .gene- ' 
ral interefts of religion. It .looks as if we were 
-, - more 



more engaged to convert -fihners to our party, 
than to^Jefus Chrift. tet us walk together .as- 
far as we -can" agree -j and when we are brought 
to a Hop by different opinions or practices, let 
'us agree to differ ; and by no. means fall out by 
the way. ^We are embarked in a common diid 
glorious caufe ; let us then contend-earneftly for 
the faith once delivered to the .faints. Iniquity 
abounds, the love of many waxeth cold, and 
falfe doctrines of extraordinary magnitude pre- 
vail. ' Let us then ftand faft in - the liberty 
wherewith Chrift hath made us free. 



"Now unto Him who hath loved us, and 

i . , ~ ' * 

warned us from our lins in his blood, and hath 
made 'us Mngs and prielis unto God and his 
Father :- to him -be glory and dominion for 
ever and ever. AMEN.'! . 
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The whole marginal note in the 6fh and 7th pages, 
liionld have been marked for a quotation. V 

.Page 7. line 7, from the bottom for < ( 
read unnatural* > 



